How To Make Stencils

What is a stencil?

A stencil is a cheap and effective way of applying a graphic
image or words onto almost any surface, and is basically a
template which you can paint through. If you use car spray
paint you can stencil wood, concrete, grip tape, t-shirts...
pretty much anything.

Stencils are especially effective for repeat patterns.

A stencil is a simple thing to make, and requires only a sheet
of thin cardboard, a sharp knife, and some paint.

So what are you waiting for? Let's get started...

Above: Andre the Giant/OBEY stencil by Shepard Fairey

Page 1 How to Stencil @ 243 SVPRORT



oo meke st 1‘];(‘1)1“1?“111
You will need: 7/ Y ,
A sharp knife. A scalpel is the best tool for detailed stencils T ’
(we suggest a Swann Morten No. 3 handle and 10a blades, . Jl
available from art and graphic supplies stores) but for basic
stencils a craft knife or a stanley knife will do. " ‘ r 7 7
Some thin card. Any card will do, but the cardboard cereal packets 7
are made from is a good thickness. If you want to stencil onto material, u ‘
try cutting your stencil from a sheet of acetate.
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A brain. Make sure it's switched on!
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The basic idea of a stencil is to cut out the design you wish to reproduce - ] L
the image you want to print needs to be removed from the card ‘ =
(note - the designs reproduced here require you to cut out the BLACK sections)
The easiest designs to make are ones using type. ' n
We've supplied some typefaces here for you to use. Note that the insides
of letters such as "O" and "A" are held in place by thin strips - be careful | v
you don't cut these off (unless you want the insides of your letters to be filled in,
which can look cool to - see below) I‘r-ll\" ’\’"
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A cutting mat, or a thick sheet of card, to put under your stencil
while you cut out your design.

THIN STRIPS
HOLD IN THE
CENTRE oF
THE LETTER




You can either draw your design directly onto the card, or trace or photocopy your design
onto a sheet of paper which you then stick to the card with glue.

An easy way to make a 'light box' to trace things is to tape the design you wish to trace
to a window, and use the natural light shining in to trace through onto

another sheet of paper.

Once you have your design, you're ready to start cutting.

Remember, you need a very sharp knife for this, so watch your fingers!
Always cut away from the hand that is holding your sheet of card steady.
Cut away the areas of your design you wish to reproduce.

Congratulations! You've just made your first stencil!

TIPS:
If using a scalpel, use a fresh blade for every new stencil you make.
When cutting straight lines, it's helpful to use a steel-edged ruler.

If cutting out detailed designs, always cut AWAY from the thin strips
of card holding your stencil together so as to avoid cutting through
them by accident. If you do cut through one, don't worry.

Small, thin strips of sellotape can be used to repair the stencil.
Stick a strip on both sides of the stencil for extra strength.

ALWAYS put a cutting mat or sturdy piece of card underneath
your stencil before cutting. It's no good destroying your Mum's
dining table if it means you get grounded and

can't go out skating and stencilling!

Page 3

How to Stencil

@ 243 VPRRT



How to use your stencil. 1 J

The two most common ways to use a stencil are to use a brush and paint, _—
by holding the stencil flat and dabbing paint through the holes with the brush, 4
or by spraying through the holes with a can of aerosol-powered car paint. QI =

The car paint method is by far the quickest and easiest, the most durable, G @ -
and can be applied to almost any surface. = \ ’1

Follow the instructions on the can of paint to prepare it

(car paint needs to be shaken vigourously for a few minutes to properly mix the

paint and propellant so that the paint comes out evenly).

Now either hold your stencil with the cut-out area where you want your image to print,
or hold it in place with some tape. It's a good idea to wear gloves if you don't want to 1 J
leave evidence of your actions all over your fingers!

Spray the paint lightly so as to get an even covering of paint through the holes
of your stencil. Leave it for a few seconds to dry, then remove the stencil.

If you did it right, you'll have your design reproduced perfectly.

Congratulations! You're now a graffiti artist/vandal

(delete as applicable)
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Advanced stencilling.

You can produce a stencil image made up from as many colours

as you want, all it takes is a little brain power, and a lot more cutting.

When you've decided on your design, you have to then make a seperate
stencil for EACH COLOUR.

For example, if you were making a stencil of the Union Jack,

you would need to cut a background rectangle for the white, a cross shaped
stencil for the red, and a stencil of triangles for the blue.

Remember to let the paint dry between each colour, and try and place each
stencil as accurately as possible for the best end result.

Further information:

BOOKS

"Stencil Graffiti" by Tristan Manco. Thames & Hudson. ISBN 0-500-28342-7
This is an excellent book for anyone interested in stencil art.

It has over 400 images of different stencilled designs from all over the world,
and introduces you to many of the most widely recognised stencil artists such as
Banksy, Nano 4814, Shepard Fairey (OBEY) and lan Wright.

"Banging Your Head Against A Brick Wall" by Banksy. ISBN 0-9541704-0-7

This is a small, but extremely inspiring, collection of stencilled art by

Bristol's most wanted ex-resident, Banksy. Available from good art book stores,
or from www.akuk.com

WEBSITES

www.obeygiant.com

Shepard Fairey's site. Download "OBEY" stencils from here.

www.banksy.co.uk

the UK's most prolific stencil artist.
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Above: "Deride And Conquer" by Banksy

Above: 2-colour stencil in operation
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